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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A backup method selection method using a 

computer holding a first table storing a backup method 
identifier for identifying a backup method defining a 
method for executing backup of a volume and a volume 
name of the volume to be backed up in a correspondence 
manner, 

wherein the computer holds a second table for 
storing the volume name and state information 
concerning a state of the volume in a correspondence 
manner, and a third table for storing a condition 
concerning the volume state and a backup method 
identifier in a correspondence manner, 

the method comprising steps of: 
judging whether state information stored in 
the second table in a correspondence manner to the 
first volume name has been updated; 

extracting the updated state information when 
the state information is judged to have been updated; 

extracting a first backup method identifier 
and a second backup method identifier from backup 
identifiers stored in the third tables- 
storing the first backup method identifier in 
the first table in a correspondence manner to the first 
volume name when the extracted state information 
satisfies a first condition stored in the third table 
in a correspondence manner to the extracted first 
backup method identifier; and 



- 32 - 

storing the second backup method identifier 
in the first table in a correspondence manner to the 
first volume name when the extracted state information 
satisfies a second condition stored in the third table 
in a correspondence manner to the extracted second 
backup method identifier. 

2. A backup method selection method as claimed 
in claim 1, wherein the backup method includes 
information indicating a medium used for backup. 

3. A backup method selection method as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein: 

the state information has a number of files 
stored in the volume, 

the first condition includes that the number 
of files stored in the volume is greater than a 
predetermined value, 

the second condition includes that the number 
of files stored in the volume is smaller than a 
predetermined value, 

the first backup method identifier includes 
information indicating that a volume is used as a 
medium for backup, and 

the second backup method identifier includes 
information indicating that a tape device is used as a 
medium for backup. 

4. A backup method selection method as claimed 
in claim 1, wherein: 

the state information includes at least one 
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of information: an access count to the volume, an 
access type to the volume, or a volume use size. 

5. A backup method selection method as claimed 
in claim 1, wherein: 

the computer holds a fourth table for storing 
instruction information concerning selection reference 
of a backup method and a backup method identifier 
selection condition in a correspondence manner, 

the method comprises a step of extracting a 
first selection condition stored in the fourth table in 
a correspondence manner to first instruction 
information when the first instruction information 
concerning the first volume backup method selection 
reference is received, and 

the step for extracting the first and the 
second backup method identifiers extracts backup method 
identifiers stored in the third table and satisfying 
the first selection condition. 

6. A storage medium containing a program for 
causing a computer holding a first table storing a 
backup method identifier for identifying a backup 
method defining a method for executing a backup of a 
volume and a volume name of the volume to be backed up 
in a correspondence manner, to execute: 

a procedure of holding a second table storing 
the volume name and state information concerning the 
volume state in a correspondence manner, and a third 
table storing a condition concerning a volume state and 
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a backup method identifier in a correspondence manner; 

a step of judging whether state information 
stored in the second table in a correspondence manner 
to the first volume name has been updated; 

a procedure of extracting . the updated state 
information when the information is judged to have been 
updated, 

a procedure of extracting a first backup 
method identifier and a second backup method identifier 
from backup method identifiers stored in the third 
table ; 

a procedure of storing the first backup 
method identifier in the first table in a 

correspondence manner to the first volume name when the 
extracted state information satisfies a first condition 
stored in the third table in a correspondence manner to 
the extracted first backup method identifier; and 

a procedure of storing the second backup 
method identifier stored in the first table in a 
correspondence manner to the first volume name when the 
extracted state information satisfies a second 
condition stored in the third table in a correspondence 
manner to the extracted second backup method identifier. 

7. A storage medium as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein the backup method includes information 
indicating a medium used for backup. 

8. A storage medium as claimed in claim 7, 
wherein : 
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the state information has a number of files 
stored in the volume, 

the first condition includes that the number 
of files stored in the volume is greater than a 
predetermined value, 

the second condition includes that the numbe 
of files stored in the volume is smaller than a 
predetermined value, 

the first backup method identifier includes 
information indicating that a volume is used as a 
medium for backup, and 

the second backup method identifier includes 
information indicating that a tape device is used as a 
medium for backup. 

9. A storage medium as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein : 

the state information includes at least one 
of information: an access count to the volume, an 
access type to the volume, or a volume use size. 

10. A storage medium as claimed in claim 6 for 
storing the program, wherein: 

the program causes a computer to execute a 
procedure of holding a fourth table for storing 
instruction information concerning selection reference 
of a backup method and a backup method identifier 
selection condition in a correspondence manner, and a 
procedure of extracting a first selection condition 
stored in the fourth table in a correspondence manner 



to first instruction information when the first 
instruction information concerning, the first volume 
backup method selection reference is received, and 

the procedure for extracting the first and 
the second backup method identifiers performed by the 
computer extracts backup method identifiers stored in 
the third table and satisfying the first selection 
condition . 

11. A computer holding a first table for storing 

a backup method identifier for identifying a backup 
method defining a method for executing a backup of a 
volume and a volume name of the volume to be backed up 
in a correspondence manner, a second table for storing 
state information concerning the volume state and the 
volume name in a correspondence manner, and a third 
table for storing a condition concerning the volume 
state and a backup method identifier in a corre- 
spondence manner, the computer having a rule creation 
unit for executing: 

a step of extracting updated state 
information when the state information stored in the 
second table in a correspondence manner to a first 
volume name is updated; 

a step of extracting a first backup method 
identifier and a second backup method identifier from 
backup method identifiers stored in the third table; 

a step of storing the first backup method 
identifier in the first table in a correspondence 



manner to a first volume name when the extracted state 
information satisfies a first condition stored in the 
third table in a correspondence manner to the extracted 
first backup method identifier; and 

a step of storing the second backup method 
identifier in the first table in a correspondence 
manner to the first volume name when the extracted 
state information satisfies a second condition stored 
in the third table in a correspondence manner to the 
extracted second backup method identifier. 

12. A computer as claimed in claim 11, wherein 
the backup method includes information indicating the 
medium used for the backup. 

13. A computer as claimed in claim 12, wherein 
the state information has a number of files 

stored in the volume, 

the first condition includes that the number 
of files stored in the volume is greater than a 
predetermined value, 

the second condition includes that the number 
of files stored in the volume is smaller than a 
predetermined value, 

the first backup method identifier includes 
information indicating that a volume is used as a 
medium for backup, and 

the second backup method identifier includes 
information indicating that a tape device is used as a 
medium for backup. 
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14. A computer as claimed in claim 11, wherein 
the state information includes at least one 

of information: an access count to the volume, an 
access type to the volume, or a volume use size. 

15. A computer as claimed in claim 11, wherein: 
the storage unit holds a fourth table for 

storing instruction information concerning selection 
reference of a backup method and a backup method 
identifier selection condition in a correspondence 
manner, 

the rule creation unit further executes a 
step of extracting a first selection condition stored 
in the fourth table in a correspondence manner to the 
first instruction information upon reception of the 
first instruction information concerning the selection 
reference of backup method of the first volume, and 

the step for extracting the first and the 
second backup method identifiers extracts backup method 
identifiers stored in the third table and satisfying 
the first selection condition. 



